Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 31st March 2026

PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE MINUTES ARE DRAFT UNTIL RATIFIED BY THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL AT ITS MEETING ON 28th APRIL 2026

Present: 
[bookmark: _Hlk181632767]                        Cllr Parry (Chairman)
Cllr R Dover
Cllr J Fynes 
Cllr C Hall
[bookmark: _Hlk196978269]Cllr. F James
Cllr C Jones
Cllr C Savage

Cllr Done attended via a telephone link

In attendance:
[bookmark: _Hlk189062789]County Cllr. Arwel Jones
Mr. M . Donkin  Clerk to the Council

	The Clerk began by informing Council that Cllr Done had submitted an additional 9 items for the  meeting. These had been forwarded to councillors that afternoon. The clerk said that he was not comfortable to add all these items at such short notice and made the following points:-

Items  1 & 2 would be dealt with in the meeting

Item 3. Is a statement of a forthcoming meeting and was, therefore, noted

Item 4  is currently with Powys County Council following a consultation period. The Clerk felt that we should await the decision of the County Council but could send the photos of fly tipping and raise our concerns. 

Items 5, 6, & 8 all have budgetary implications and will be referred to the next meeting for proper considered deliberation.

Item 7  This matter has been discussed and a decision in council  taken.  If the decision is to be reversed it should be after proper debate and, therefore, referred to the next meeting.

Item  This is a matter for Powys County Council which leases the site and would be responsible for funding any works carried out.

The Clerk  asked  all councillors who have matters to be raised, to ensure that they are submitted by the deadline, which is 3 working days before a meeting. A paper setting out the points to be considered should preferably be included to give time for councillors to consider the issues before attending.

Any other business should be used sparingly. For the future items for AOB will only be accepted on 24 hours’ notice unless they are of an urgent nature


	1  Apologies for absence  

   None – all present 


	2. To record Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda

                        None


	3. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 24th February  2026

The minutes of the meeting held on 24th November 2025 were agreed as a correct record. Proposed by Cllr Fynes, seconded by Cllr Dover and approved unanimously.
 

	4. Matters arising from the minutes
4.1 Ref: item 7.4.   GGEN Vyrnwy Frankton Connection
The Clerk said that he had written to the residents who had contacted the Council and apprised them of our views.
4.2. Ref: item 7.5.  Code of Conduct Training
The clerk said that he had circulated an email from Powys County Council with a link to the training and asked if anyone had tried to access the training. Cllr Savage said that she had managed but because the link has been sent to the clerk one has to use the Clerk’s email address to get in. This works but then the system sends a code to the Clerk which councillors cannot access from their phones / laptops. She felt that we may have to organise a showing for the whole Council. This will be referred to the next meeting when a date can be agreed. Meanwhile the Clerk will contact Powys again.
ACTION: Clerk
4.3.  Ref: item 7.7.  Cross Border Healthcare meeting.
Cllr Done said that unfortunately he was unable to take part in the meeting due to business commitments.
4.4. Ref: item 9.2.  The Clerk said that the Highways Department had confirmed that the existing 30mph area would not be changed.
4.5.  Ref: item 12.3 Sustainable Powys Meeting.
Cllr Savage had attended the meeting and sent an email to councillors 


	5 Finance 
5.1.   Current position
The clerk had circulated papers which confirmed that the Council’s accounts as at Thursday 26th March 2026 were as follows: -
Deposit account:  	 £ 7254.89 
Current account:   	 £ 682.26
Pension account  	 £ 76.91

5.2       One Voice Wales  - renewal of membership
Council agreed to renew its membership of One Voice Wales for 2026 / 27 at a cost of  £145.

5.3   Approval of Payments
Rent of Village Hall for March 2026  meeting: Llanymynech Village Hall  -  £24.00
Payment of the above item was approved.

The Clerk pointed out that he had received a receipt from Denise Canovan for the purchase of plants at £41.30. This was covered by an earlier decision of the Council and would now be reimbursed.


	 6. Planning  
6.1.  Application Reference: 26/0259/FUL  	
Proposal: Erection of 11 dwellings (includes 1 affordable dwelling) garages, formation of roadway and all associated works.
The Clerk reported that all councillors had accepted the final draft of the Council’s response and it had been forwarded to Powys County Council on Friday 27th March. Cllr Done asked when a response would be given County Cllr Arwel Jones said that an acknowledgement could be expected within 10 days but the decision would be after the Planning Committee meeting.


	7. Other Matters 
7.1. 	Montgomery Canal Development Project 
Cllr Dover said that there had been considerable activity recently with many lorry loads of gravel being delivered to the site.

Cllr Fynes said there was a hollow south west of the site which looked like a pond. The Clerk said that there was no pond planned or any nature reserve feature on this site.

Cllr Done  raised the matter of construction site traffic. He said that the large tipper lorries delivering stone to the construction site need to be officially reminded that the speed limit along the B4398 is 20mph which, he said, was being “comprehensively ignored”

County Cllr Arwel Jones said that the Completion date had now been extended to July / August. He confirmed that  there has still been no planning permission granted for the lift bridge at Williams Bridge.

ACTION: Clerk to raise these issues with Keir

7.2.	Council Leaflet.
The Chairman said that he had  done a lot of new updates for the leaflet. He would print these off and bring a draft to the next meeting.
ACTION: Chairman

7.3.   Tirgwynt Community Fund Representation
Council noted the request from Carol Davies, secretary of the Fund for a councillor to represent Carreghofa Community Council following Mr. Michael Connell’s retirement.
Cllr Hall volunteered to sustain the role.

7.4   Vacancy on the Council
Cllr Fynes confirmed that he was retiring from the Council effective from the end of the meeting.
The Clerk outlined the procedure in dealing with a vacancy. He would send the Chairman form CV2 for publication for 14 days on the Council’s website and noticeboard. He explained that if, at the end of 14 days, no one had come forward with an interest in becoming a councillor, then the Community Council could co-opt to the vacancy.
ACTION: Clerk then Chairman



7.5.   Defibrillator
The British Heart Foundation (BHF) maintains a register of every defibrillator in the country. 
Cllr Savage reported that she had been contacted by the BHF  for a name of another person to deputise for her in her absence.  Cllr Fynes said that he had been the nominated deputy and had received an acknowledgement so assumed that he was the registered deputy.  Cllr Savage said that they did not appear to have him listed but, as he is standing down from the Council, a replacement is needed. 
Cllr James volunteered to take on the post.
ACTION: Cllr Savage to inform the BHF.

7.6.  County Councillor’s update                                                (County Cllr Arwel Jones)
Very little to report.

Council Tax rise has been set at 4.9% and the statements will be posted out shortly.
Change of date for some residents for the waste and recycling collections. It’s not gone particularly well with many missed and late collections. Late collections put down to vehicle reliability and no backup lorries. Also, they have some staffing issues, and a recruitment drive is in place.

Not been successful in the bid for Capital funding to repair roadway and verges down the Domgay. The local highway area has £400k to spend and the majority will be spent on ‘B’ roads. Reason for failure that it failed on the ranking system. However, it is still in place for next year. 

The water pipe replacement is near completion on the B4393. It’s been very difficult given that the maintenance work at Llynclys was carried out at the same time. Was to be closed permanently but given the Llynclys work they tried to keep it open the best they could. Unfortunately, the communications were not brilliant. The same for Llynclys it was meant to be closed Mon-Thursday nights, but again not so. 

Powys CC have received a £2.4m from the Welsh Government to repair potholes. Powys are looking to invest in some machinery that will ensure a proper repair, i.e. dig out, repair and seal. Further details will follow in due course.

Cllr Done asked if the potholes on Carreghofa Lane would be done. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that potholes must be at least 4” deep before they will receive attention.

7.7.  Social media activity for the Council                                           (Chairman)                 
The Chairman reported that the main issue on the Council’s website was of the continual barking (day and night) of dogs in the block of flats on Tan-y-Foel. 

County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he has written to the County Council asking what is the policy for dealing with animals in flats. The Chairman thought that little could be done until we know content of the policy. Cllr Savage said that she knows of at least two flats where there are two dogs.





	8.	Amenities
8.1.	Walls Bridge
This matter was covered by items earlier in the agenda

8.2. Football Field
Council noted the email from Michael Tomley FRICS, acting on behalf of Lewis Brothers,  regarding the status of the lease for the football field and the offer of an alternative site should the revised Local Development Plan (LDP)  allow for the development of that site.

The Clerk reminded the meeting that the email was sent to County Cllr Arwel Jones but that he had requested the matter be brought to this meeting.

It was agreed that the Council should seek a temporary short term lease once the current lease expires in 2027. There would be a delay until the revised LDP is published and until then it would not be known if the football field had received development status. 

Cllr Savage asked if the football field is eventually included in the LDP as a development site will Lewis Brothers allow the continuation of the site as a community amenity until the developers were ready to begin building.

Considering the offer of alternative land to the south of the football field, Cllr Done thought that this would be unsuitable because of the height of the water table. 

The Clerk said the Council would have to understand on what terms the land would be given. If it is as an undeveloped plot then the Council would have to see what needed to be done in preparing the ground for use as a community amenity and at what cost. It is doubtful if the Community Council itself would have sufficient funds to undertake the likely works that would be needed.

Cllr Savage queried whether the plot would require planning permission for the installation of a new football field with the necessary amenities. County Cllr Arwel Jones thought that this may well be the case.

Cllr Fynes asked if expert advice is that the alternative site is unsuitable as it is, would Lewis Brothers be likely to undertake any work to bring it to a state where the community could use it. He also wondered if the length of time that the football field has been in use as a community facility would have any bearing on whether that facility could be removed from the community.

County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he would discuss this with the Planning Department  nearer to the date when the current lease expires.
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones.


	9 Highways and Byways  
9.1.    Road Repairs and Potholes
County Cllr Arwel Jones said that there was not much new to report. 

Cllr Hall said that the large pothole on Carreghofa Lane is now so bad that traffic is forced over onto the other side of the road and this is opening up another pothole.
Cllr Fynes said that he had reported this pothole to Powys County Council but it had still not shown up on their portal.

Cllr James said that nothing further had been done on Pen-y-Foel. She said that she would send pictures of the roads to the County Council.

Cllr Hall referred to Cllr Done’s report on fly tipping. She undertook to report this to the County Council.

Cllr Done referred to the large hole, measuring 4ft across close to Carreghofa School. This had been reported to Powys County Council many times during the past few months but nothing has been done to rectify this situation. Cllr Done said that it is a clear danger to the schoolchildren at Carreghofa Primary School. Urgent action is required.

ACTION: 
County Cllr Arwel Jones to chase up repairs needed
Cllr James to send photographs of the state of the roads on Pen-y-Foel to Powys County Council
Cllr Hall to report fly tipping.


	10 To receive reports on Meetings from Outside Bodies
10.1  Burial Board
Nothing to report.

[bookmark: _Hlk214440231]10.2. Powys C. C. and Town and Community Councils meeting
Nothing to report

10.3. Village Hall
Cllr Jones informed the meeting that the Village Hall Committee is currently advertising for a new Admin Assistant.

The Village Hall Committee AGM is on 16th April and new members are needed. Cllr Jones urged councillors to consider whether they might be interested.


	11.1. Matters of decision
There are no matters for decision.

11.2. Correspondence to note.
Council noted the correspondence sent out by the Clerk since the last meeting and itemised in the papers for the meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk188539867]
	[bookmark: _Hlk167353103][bookmark: _Hlk146201564][bookmark: _Hlk204180272][bookmark: _Hlk193375563]From
	Date
	Subject

	One Voice Wales
	2nd March
	Cost of living project - Information

	Play Wales
	2nd March
	Launching our new playwork quality mark

	Sustainable Powys
	2nd March
	Dates of meetings

	Russell George MS
	5th March
	March Newsletter

	Powys County Council via Cllr Arwel Jones
	5th March
	Revue of recycling centres booking system

	One Voice Wales
	10th March
	Launch of  Manifesto for the Community and Town Council sector in Wales ahead of the election to the Senedd this May.

	One Voice Wales
	10th March
	E bulletin issue 19

	One Voice Wales
	10th March
	Joint event One Voice Wales and Planning Aid Wales

	PAVO
	10th March
	Volunteering in Powys

	One Voice Wales
	10th March
	Training dates March to June 2026

	Clerk & Andrew King Powys C. C. 
	12th March
	Correspondence re bus shelter

	Sustainable Powys
	12th March
	Town & Community Councils Focus Group – Panel Performance Assessment (Thu 23 April, 10:00–10:50)

	Marina Churm
Community Engagement Coordinator, CRT

	12th March
	Canal Redevelopment Project – Doorstep conversations

	Marina Churm
Community Engagement Coordinator, CRT

	12th March
	Canal Redevelopment Project – Preserving Memories event, Sat 9th May


	Powys Wellbeing (North)
	12th March
	Newtown health and wellbeing hub takes major step forward 

	Play Wales
	17th March
	March e bulletin

	Powys County Council
	17th March
	Planning Decision notice

	One Voice Wales
	17th March
	Funding newsletter

	National Eisteddfod 

	18th March
	National Eisteddfod 2027 Proclamation

	One Voice Wales
	20th March
	E bulletin 20

	One Voice Wales
	24th March
	National Awards 2026

	Russell George MS
	27th March
	Health Services Update




	
12. Any Other Business

12.1   The Chairman had received a reply from Helen Morgan MP setting out the result of her representations on the A483 Llynclys Crossroads. The letter is set out below.

Dear Colleague, 
A483 update 
Thank you for signing the recent joint letter regarding safety along the A483 through Llynclys, Pant and Llanymynech. 

Last week the Government unveiled its Road Investment Strategy 3, which outlines its plans for the major road network, including the A483, for the period 2026 to 2031. The Strategy confirms that the A483 has been included as one of the roads listed for the ‘Safety National Programme’, a programme designed specifically to make dangerous A-roads safer. Smaller work targeted at easing congestion is earmarked for the A5 around Oswestry. 

While the precise details and timeline of the works have not yet been confirmed, this is a positive step forward. Following the announcement, I met Roads Minister Simon Lightwood to stress the urgent need for a roundabout at Llynclys and the importance of safety work along the A483 taking place as soon as possible. 

The Minister appreciated the local strength of feeling and said it was down to National Highways to manage the Safety National Programme. I will be meeting the regional team in the coming weeks to discuss what this means locally and have written to the CEO of National Highways to make clear the urgency of the situation. We are closer than we have ever been to securing the improvements we need and I look forward to continuing to work with you to see this project over the line.

Yours sincerely, 
Helen Morgan 
MP, North Shropshire

12.2.  Cllr James asked about progress with the replacement Olive Nials’ Bench. The Clerk said that the new bench has not yet arrived. He will chase this up.
ACTION:  Clerk.
1
2.3. Cllr Savage referred to the work that Mrs Williams and Mrs Canovan had done in maintaining the planters. She suggested that the Council’s thanks be sent to them.
ACTION:  Clerk.

12.4.  Cllr Dover mentioned the fact that this is Cllr Fynes last meeting as a councillor. On behalf of the Council, he thanked Cllr Fynes for the service that he had given. The Council would miss his wise advice. The Council wishes him well for the future,


	13.      Date of the next meeting:

Tuesday 28th April  2026  at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall.

ACTION: All to note.




Approved by Council as a correct record: -  

Proposed:  ________________________________________________________	


Seconded:  ________________________________________________________	


Signed:  __________________________________________________________	Chairman


Date:     _______________________________________________________ 	
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